
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

AGENDA 
 

February 20, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

LEMONT VILLAGE HALL 
418 MAIN STREET 

    
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Meeting of November 8, 2012 

IV. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition of 217 
Cass St 

VI. APPLICATIONS 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

VIII. PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
COMMENTS 

IX. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

X. ADJOURN 

Village of Lemont 
Historic Preservation Commission   

 
418 Main Street · Lemont, Illinois 60439    

phone 630-257-1595 ·  fax 630-257-1598   



MINUTES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

November 8, 2012 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 The monthly meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was called to order on Thursday, 

November 8, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Barbara Buschman. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 Commissioners Buschman, Flynn, Roy and Schwartz present.  Commissioners Baldwin, 

Batistich, Cummins absent.  Ron Stapleton, Board Liaison, was also present.  

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Motion by Ms, Roy, seconded by Mr. Schwartz, to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2012 

meeting.  Voice vote: 4 ayes.  Motion passed.  

 

IV. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 No report  

  

V. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

VI. APPLICATIONS 

  

A. 217 Cass Street – Siding Replacement 

Julie Sterba from Great Roofing LLC, the project contractor, presented an application for removal 

of old siding, Tyvec wrap, and replacement with vinyl triple three siding.  The contractor stated 

that the existing siding is worn and the house is cold and drafty. Mr. Flynn stated that vinyl siding 

is not a preferred construction material in the historic district, and suggested that the contractor 

explore other options with the homeowner including hardie board or azec.  No real R value 

would be achieved using the sample vinyl and Tyvec unless a rigid insulation is also installed.  

The hardie board also carries a fire rating which the vinyl does not.  Mr. Schwartz added that if 

cost is an issue, a dipped cedar could be used for approximately the same cost.  The Chairman 

asked the contractor to research the cost and discuss with the homeowner and reply to the 

Commission.  The Commission promised an expedited review when the contractor responds.  

For the record, Mr. Flynn moved, Mr. Schwartz seconded, to approve a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for siding replacement, contingent upon the use of a siding material more 

appropriate in the Historic District.  Voting was withheld, pending a response from the 

contractor. 

 

B. 221 Illinois Street – Resicom Group 

Façade Renovation 

The Chairman presented the application for a façade renovation which proposes to replace the 2 

overhead garage doors with commercial windows and bulkheads in approximately the same 

dimensions, and addition of awning and door.  Prior to the meeting, Batistich Architects 

submitted a revised drawing to the Commission showing 3 awnings instead of the single awning 

across the entire front façade.  The Commission conducted a pre-application review of the project 

in August and made the suggestion.  Mr. Flynn and Mr. Schwartz agreed with the architect that 

the 3 awnings were more suited to the building, but noted the absence of any material or color 

sample for the awning.  After discussion, Mr. Schwartz moved to approve a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the application and revised drawing submitted on November 8, 2012, but 

requiring submittal of awning material sample, color and/or lettering if applicable prior to 

installation of the awning.  Ms. Roy seconded the motion.  Voice vote:  4 ayes.  Motion passed.  



 

C.  316 Canal Street – Sweetwater Deli 

Awnings 

The Chairman presented the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for installation of 

black awnings with white lettering on the larger awning over the front door.  The Chairman stated 

the graphic submitted looked good, but expressed a personal opinion that there are already many 

black awnings in the downtown and a color other than black may have been a better choice.  

Other Commission members agreed, but in reviewing the project as submitted, did not have a 

problem with the color choice.  Motion by Ms. Roy, seconded by Mr. Flynn, to approve a 

Certificate of Appropriateness for the awnings and per the application and graphic submitted and 

dated November 7, 2012.  Voice vote:  4 ayes.  Motion passed.  

   

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

  The secretary reported that the Commission had been asked to provide a letter of support 

for a grant being applied for by the Village for assessment and remediation of Brownfield sites.  

Three of the sites are in the Historic District.  The letter was drafted, signed by the Chairman, and 

submitted to the Village Administrator. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 508 Illinois Street – 210/212 Stephen Street 

 No response has been received regarding the letter to the Building Commissioner asking 

for compliance measures for these 2 properties.  Needs follow up. 

 

 236 Main Street – Resicom 

 Projecting Sign 

 No revision to the sign face has been received to date.  Certificate has not been issued. 

 

 National Register District (Retain) 

 Since no staff members were present, information regarding requirements of the district 

pertaining to standards for renovation of buildings was not available and needs to be 

researched.  Commission members stated that they believed the designation did not require 

adherence to the Secretary of the Interior’s standards and was more related to the planning and 

original layout of the area. This item will be revisited at the next meeting. 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Flynn, to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  Voice vote:  4 ayes.  Motion passed. 



HPC Memorandum – Case #13-01 St. Pat’s – 217 Cass 1

  
 
 
TO:  Historic Preservation Commission                                         #018-13 
    
 
FROM:  James A. Brown, Planning & Economic Development Director 
   
THRU   
   
SUBJECT: Case 13-01 – St. Patrick Application for Demolition of 217 Cass St 
 
DATE:  15 February 2013 
       
 
BACKGROUND 
 
St. Patrick’s Church desires to demolish a house on Cass Street and convert the site into a 
parking lot.  The house lies within the Historic District, and thus approval from the Historic 
Preservation Commission is required.   Additionally, zoning approval for a parking lot in a 
residential district will be required.  Immediately following the HPC meeting on February 
20th, the Planning & Zoning Commission will conduct a public hearing for amendments to 
change our zoning regulations and allow a parking lot as a special use in a residential 
district.   This amendment would then pave the way for St. Patrick’s—and other 
institutions—to establish parking lots in residential areas.  If the demolition of 217 Cass is 
ultimately approved and the zoning ordinance changed, then St. Patrick’s Church would 
still need to apply for a special use to convert the site into a parking lot.   
 
I believe the HPC’s evaluation should largely be confined to examining the historic merits 
of the house, and not looking at the zoning or broader land use implications of the 
desired demolition.  I note, however, that one of the criteria used in the evaluation of 
demolition proposals involves an assessment of impacts on the streetscape.  
 
ATTACHEMENTS 
 

1. Certificate of Appropriateness application 
2. Extracts on Cass Street buildings from Architectural Resources in the Lemont 

Historic District (Granacki, 2006) 
3. Photographs of 217 Cass and Cass Street streetscape 
4. Section 17.16.050 of the Unified Development Ordinance (Demolition Approval)  

 
 

Village of Lemont 
Planning & Economic Development Department 

 
418 Main Street  · Lemont, Illinois 60439   
phone 630-257-1595 ·  fax 630-257-1598  
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